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TheThe study examined reported out-of-school science-related experiences, science attitudes, and selected science
courses by high ability students in grades 4, 5, and 6. The premise of the study paralleled Kahle, Parker, Rennie, and
Rileys 1993) working model of the relationship between gender and science. The experimental tasks were to establish
relationships among the wvariables of gender, science experiences, science attitudes, and selected science courses.
Students science experiences were categorized and quantified, Significant p $£< $£.001) differences were found between
boys and airls on the number of reported physical science experiences. Significant r = .25) relationships were found
between reported science experiences and the total number of science courses selected. Specifically, physical science
experiences were significantly r = .41) related to the number of physical science courses selected and life science
experiences were significantly r = .25) related to the number of life science courses selected. Further, students out-of-
school science related experiences were significantly related to the following science attitudes: Leisure Interest in Science
r =.28); Career Interest in Science r =.22); and Adoption of Scientific Attitudes r = .31). Students physical science
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TheThe study examined reported out-of-school science-related experiences, science attitudes, and selected science
courses by high ability students in grades 4, 5, and 6. The premise of the study paralleled Kahle, Parker, Rennie, and
Rileys 1993) working model of the relationship between gender and science. The experimental tasks were to establish
relationships among the wvariables of gender, science experiences, science attitudes, and selected science courses.
Students science experiences were categorized and quantified, Significant p $£< $£.001) differences were found between
boys and airls on the number of reported physical science experiences. Significant r = .25) relationships were found
between reported science experiences and the total number of science courses selected. Specifically, physical science
experiences were significantly r = .41) related to the number of physical science courses selected and life science
experiences were significantly r = .25) related to the number of life science courses selected. Further, students out-of-
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